
Meet the Candidates for Chapter 
 

At our Annual Meeting after the 10:15 a.m. service on January 27, we will elect 

four new members to serve on the Chapter, the lay “board of directors” that, with 

Dean Morris, oversees the budget, sets policy and supports the spiritual life of the 

congregation. 

 

You can meet and hear the candidates at our Meet the Candidates Day during 

coffee hour after the 10:15 a.m. service on Sunday, January 13. 

 

The candidates were invited to share biographical information about themselves 

and respond to some questions to help you get to know them better.  

 

KERRY CARLISLE 
 

Member since: January 2018. Before that we were at St. Thomas’s in St. 

Petersburg (2001-17) and at St. Peter’s in Morristown, NJ, 1993-2001. We were 

married at Bethesda-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church in Palm Beach in 1993. 

 

Occupation: I am currently a pediatric RN and school health nursing 

supervisor. Before changing careers after having a child with complex medical 

needs, I was a human resources manager with Prudential and Dun & Bradstreet.  

 

Involvement: Volunteer at youth lock-ins, Way of the Cross, Youth Explosion, 

New Beginnings at DaySpring and the St. Petersburg Pride Parade.  

 

Favorite movie, or favorite TV show to binge-watch: Singin’ in the Rain always 

brightens my day. Favorite TV show to binge-watch: Law & Order.  In 2018 my 

family and I enjoyed streaming Tom Clancy's Jack Ryan, The Man in the High 

Castle, Altered Carbon, and Stranger Things.  

 

When I want to relax, I’ll be … walking along our beautiful waterfront parks 

from North Shore to the Dali Museum.  

 

Gifts/ skills /experience I offer St. Peter’s: I feel my experiences serving as an 

active member of nonprofit boards will assist me to serve St. Peter's with an open 

mind and heart. I have served on the St. Petersburg College of Nursing Advisory 

Committee since 2012. I was involved from 2007-15 as an adult leader with the 



Boy Scouts. When we lived in New Jersey I served on the boards of organizations 

that supported individuals with intellectual and developmental delays.  

 

Why I feel called to serve: We have felt God's love at St. Peter’s from the 

moment we started attending services and youth events. It would be my honor to 

serve on Chapter. I think I could also share a unique perspective, having worked 

with youth and their families and individuals with developmental disabilities 

through various community organizations and in the public school system.  

 

A time when you've seen St. Peter's at its best: Way of the Cross and the St. Pete 

Pride Parade. 

 

LUCAS FLEMING 
 

Member since: approximately 2008.  

 

Occupation: attorney.  

 

Involvement: Chapter member; deacon discernment committee; supporter of the 

children’s program.  

 

Favorite movie or TV show to binge-watch: Peaky Blinders.  

 

When I want to relax, I’ll be … on my boat.  

 

Gifts/skills/experience I offer St. Peter’s: business management, fundraising, and 

an awareness of the broader Episcopal Church. I served a term on the diocesan 

Standing Committee. Served as chair of the board of directors of Kanuga, the 

Episcopal camp and conference center in Western North Carolina, 2010-12.  

 

Why I feel called to serve: to assist the Cathedral to know more fully how to 

serve its parishioners, its community, the diocese and beyond.  

 

A time when you've seen St. Peter’s at its best: now. 

 

 

HERB POLSON 
 

 

Member since: 2004. 



 

Occupation: Retired at the rank of Commander from the U.S. Navy after 31 years 

of active and reserve service. Retired from the City of St.Petersburg after a 35-year 

career that culminated with serving on the City Council for five years (2006-2012). 

Currently teach American National Government and State and Local 

Government at St. Petersburg College. 

 

Involvement:  Former member of the Chapter, where I served as junior warden 

and senior warden. Served on the Finance Committee. I currently serve as a lector. 

I am a member of the board of directors of Peterborough.  I am vice chairman of 

the not-for-profit agency, 211 Tampa Bay Cares. 

 

Favorite movie, or favorite TV show to binge-watch:  The Patriot, starring Mel 

Gibson. 

 

When I want to relax, I’ll be ... tinkering with my 1967 Corvette. 

 

Gifts/ skills /experience I offer St. Peter’s: Organization, fiscal, and political 

skills. Deeply held family values. 

 

Why I feel called to serve:  St. Peter's is entering a new chapter in its ministry and 

I want to be a part of assuring the long-term sustainability of the programming to 

pass down to my children, grandchildren, and their children. 

 

A time when you've seen St. Peter’s at its best: During the Christmas season 

with the donations to the Giving Tree and observing the incredible increase in the 

number of children attending St. Peter's and participating in the Christmas pageant. 
 

 
KAREN TORRISI 
 

Member since: July 2014.  

 

Occupation:  Regional Manager for the Child Support Program, Department of 

Revenue. Proud public servant for 33 years. I have experience in policy 

development, training, performance analysis, and strategic planning.  

 

Involvement: Foyer dinner group, usher, Lazarus Guild, Daughters of the King. 

 



Favorite movie, or favorite TV show to binge-watch: All-time favorite movie is 

The Philadelphia Story. You can find me watching any version of NCIS most days.  

 

When I want to relax, I’ll be …  on the couch with my cats watching TV and/or 

playing games on the computer.  

 

Gifts/ skills /experience I offer St. Peter’s: My work experience has enhanced 

my skills in leadership, strategic planning and organizational analysis. I have 

served on several non-profit organizational boards including the Tallahassee 

Museum and the Tallahassee Junior Woman’s Club. I strive for positivity and 

creative problem-solving.  

 

Why I feel called to serve: I believe it is important to give back to the 

communities that serve us well. St Peter’s was instrumental in guiding me through 

a difficult time in my life. I want to contribute to the continued growth and love 

offered through this faith community.  

 

A time when you've seen St. Peter's at its best: From a business perspective, the 

Acolyte Festival was an example of the organizational effectiveness at St. Peter’s. 

As a first-time volunteer I found everything well organized and the participants 

were able to fully participate in the experience. From a spiritual perspective I think 

St Peter’s is using social media in a way that helps us all maintain connection 

throughout the week through Canon Churchwell’s Pop-Up-Prayer, Canon 

Williams’s Daily Office Prayers, and the interactive and informative website.   

 

 

 
 


