
Building a Children’s Library 

Several years ago, as I was cleaning out some closets at work, I came across a lot 

of children’s Bibles and other illustrated Bible stories. At first, I thought I’d hit the 

jackpot and was excited to have new books for the kids to read. But as I started 

flipping through the pages, I began looking at the stories and illustrations with a 

critical eye. For various reasons, I decided that most of the books from the closet 

didn’t belong on the shelves in our children’s chapel. Either there was a complete 

lack of diversity and representation in the illustrations, or upon closer inspection, 

the theology was just plain terrible. As I began to research books I would want 

included on our shelves, I realized that good, theologically sound children’s Bibles 

and books can be hard to find.  

That’s not to say that there are not amazing books and authors who are able to 

deliver sound theology, evocative illustrations, and an engaging story. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed curating a list of children’s storybook Bibles and books that I 

believe are in line with the inclusive, grace-filled theology of the Episcopal church. 

It’s also important to remember that these early books and Bibles are often the 

first encounters our children have with hearing God’s story – what they hear and 

see matters.  

In her book, “I Wonder: Engaging a Children’s Curiosity about the Bible”, Elizabeth 

Caldwell writes, “Teaching children how to read and interpret the Bible in ways 

they don’t have to unlearn later is essential.” Caldwell’s book is full of age 

appropriate book recommendations, but more importantly she provides some 

insight into the kinds of questions we should ask ourselves as we choose books: 

Which stories are included or left out? Are there stories of men and women? Are 

the illustrations good representations of what the characters would have looked 

like? Will this book help my child claim his or her identity as one of God’s own? 

We have a great selection of children’s Bibles and story books available at the 

Cathedral. I’m always on the lookout for new books and authors to add to my 

“Favorites” list. I would love to know some of yours! On the Children’s Ministry 

webpage (spcathedral.org/children) you will find a list of Bibles and books 

grouped both by age and topic. There are also recommendations for different 

websites that are great resources for finding quality children’s spirituality 

literature. Happy reading! 


